
Second Quarter 2019  Belfield Crossing Update  

  

  

 Belfield Crossing continues finalizing a purchase contract with Loves Travel Centers to purchase 
a ten-acre parcel and become the anchor for the subdivision.   See the next page for the revised 
site plan.  Loves is the premium anchor for a location such as Belfield Crossing.  The 
development team is actively looking for other tenants that would benefit from Loves as an 
anchor.  In anticipation of other tenants and successful closings, the development team is 
procuring a wetlands study, a phase 1 environmental study, and an ALTA survey. 
 

 North Dakota Department of Transportation announced the completion of the final Environmental 
Impact Statement for the Highway 85 road widening project. This 62  mile project would widen the 
road to four lanes from Watford City to the I-94 interchange, the location of Belfield Crossing .    
 

 The North Dakota economy continues to rebound following the 2014 oil downturn. The recovery 
appears to be following the path of growth of the 2010 boom. Working its way from north to south 
down the western side of the state. The Williston, Watford City and Dunn County areas were first 
to see growth during the early boom followed by the Mountrail and Stark County areas. Belfield 
Crossing is located in Stark County. 

This economic growth is based on an experienced industry, gone are “North Dakota’s wild west 
oil drilling days”. This industry has more permanent jobs as opposed to temporary jobs which 
were the majority of employment opportunities in the past. In the future, jobs are projected to be 
in production, transportation and processing of oil and gas opposed to the temporary 
drilling and hydraulic fracturing jobs prevalent in the past. The industry has made 
improvements with technology as the Bakken development has matured, increasing 
efficiency and requiring fewer workers. 

The increase of permanent workers brings more families who are establishing homes and 
requiring more community services. The need for grocery stores, retails outlets, service 
businesses, and etc. Oil field school districts are once again bursting at the seams due to 
the influx of families permanently moving to the area and to the rising birth rate.  

 North Dakota sales tax revenue continues to increase year over year with the largest 
increases occurring in oil areas, again a sign of the improving economy.  North Dakota’s 
largest cities saw the following changes, when compared with the 2017 annual report: 
Williston an increase of 26.17% and Dickinson an increase of 14.10%. County increases 
were Mountrail County at 43.45% and McKenzie County with an increase of 43.29%.   
 

 Belfield Crossing is south and west of the aforementioned cities and counties, which has 
not seen the oil production growth reach this area as of yet.  In addition, there are 
ongoing court challenges filed by various environmental groups against the Davis 
Refinery. State District Judge Dann Greenwood ruled in January that the state health 
department had effectively supported its position. Greenwood refused to declare the 
permit invalid and sent the case back to the agency for a more rigorous review. The 
National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) wants the state supreme court to 
overrule him. 





Oil prices and drilling rig count 

June 4, 2019 

$58 WTI Crude: $53.25 

Brent Crude: $65.45 

Natural Gas: $2.60 

North Dakota Active Drilling Rigs: 64   

  

  

North Dakota Department of Transportation NEWS 

March 13, 2019 

NDDOT announce completion of the Final Environmental Impact Statement for 
the US Highway 85 Project 

                                                                                              

Today, the North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT) together with the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) announce the completion of the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (FEIS)/Record of Decision (ROD)/Nationwide Section 4(f) Programmatic Evaluation 
for the US Highway 85 project.  The project includes replacing and constructing a four-lane 
Long X Bridge approximately 16 miles south of Watford City and four-laning 62 miles of US 
Highway 85 from the Interstate 94 (I-94) interchange to the Watford City Bypass (McKenzie 
County Road 30). The NDDOT, along with consulting partner KLJ Engineering, and FHWA 
worked as the lead agencies for 3.5 years with the National Park Service, US Forest Service, US 
Army Corps of Engineers, along with 17 participating stakeholder groups to complete the first 
phase in development of this project.  

  

The environmental impact process included extensive public outreach, encompassing three 
rounds of public meetings and the consideration of numerous public and stakeholder 
comments. The completion of the FEIS is a significant milestone in the development of this 
project. The next phase is the construction of the Long X Bridge, which is scheduled to be bid in 
Spring of 2019. Construction on the remainder of the US 85 project has not been determined 
and funding has not been identified.  

  

The FEIS has been prepared to evaluate the alternatives and potential impacts from the 
expansion of US Highway 85 from the Interstate 94 (I-94) interchange to the Watford City 
Bypass (McKenzie County Road 30). A Notice of Availability and Notice of Limitation on Claims 
will be published in the Federal Register. 

 



The ROD identifies FHWA's and NDDOT's Selected Alternative which includes a combination of 
the following: Alternative B, with Options FF-1, INT-2, and LX-3, as well as flexible design 
options through the Badlands area and near Watford City; three wildlife crossings and 
associated features; a trail; modifications to existing bridges, culverts, and cattle passes; and 
other improvements. 

  

NORTH DAKOTA OIL INDUSTRY MATURING STUDY SHOWS 

March 5, 2019 
Bismarck Tribune 
Amy Dalrymple 
 

A new economic impact study shows North Dakota’s oil industry is maturing, with more long-
term jobs to maintain production and fewer temporary workers. 

The oil industry had a $32.6 billion impact on the state’s economy in 2017, according to the 
study by North Dakota State University researchers. 

 

Dean Bagsund, research scientist with NDSU’s Department of Agribusiness and Applied 
Economics, highlighted some of his most recent findings at the state Capitol on Tuesday. 

Bangsund and his colleague, Nancy Hodur of NDSU’s Center for Social Research, had said 
during the Bakken boom that communities should expect a shift in their workforce. They 
projected that North Dakota would have fewer drilling and hydraulic fracturing jobs filled by 
temporary workers and more jobs in production, transportation and processing of oil and gas. 

In 2015, the numbers of temporary and long-term workers were about equal for the first 
time.  From 2016 to 2018, the long-term workers became the largest sector, the study shows. 

“This has probably happened faster than we thought,” Bangsund said Tuesday during an Energy 
Day event organized by the North Dakota Petroleum Council. 

The industry also has made improvements with technology as the Bakken development has 
matured, increasing efficiency and requiring fewer workers, he said. 

“We’re accomplishing more with less labor than we did a few years ago,” Bangsund said. 

The shift to a more permanent workforce has led to increased birth rates and growing school 
enrollment numbers in western North Dakota, said Shawn Wenko, economic development 
director for Williston. 

“More families are now coming to the area; they’re calling Williston home," Wenko said. 

 

A large audience listens to presenters talking about the oil and gas industries during Energy Day 
at the state Capitol in Bismarck on Tuesday.  

    



The number of oil industry employees peaked in 2014 with nearly 63,000 workers, according to 
figures from Job Service North Dakota. 

The steep drop in oil prices caused the workforce numbers to decline, hitting a low in 2016 of 
about 30,000 oil industry workers, the study showed. In 2018, the oil industry workforce 
number was estimated at 35,800, based on preliminary numbers. 

The study showed that the state’s overall employment numbers mirrored the trend with the oil 
industry. 

“The petroleum industry has such a large presence in the state, when employment goes up and 
down, the state’s employment goes up and down, almost in sync,” Bangsund said. 

NDSU has now produced seven similar studies, funded by the North Dakota Petroleum Council, 
of the economic effect of the oil industry on the state. The industry’s impact on the state peaked 
in 2013 at $43.6 billion, the studies show. 

North Dakota has seen “huge swings” in the economic impact from the oil industry since 2011, 
with ups and downs of $8 billion to $10 billion every two years, Bangsund said. 

“That is a tremendous drop for any state economy to absorb,” he said. 

About 300 people attended Energy Day on Tuesday, which included presentations on other oil 
industry advancements in the state. 

At the beginning of Bakken development, the industry was recovering about 3 percent to 5 
percent of the oil underground, said Blu Hulsey, senior vice president of government and 
regulatory affairs for Continental Resources. 

Now, Continental Resources estimates it recovers 15 percent to 20 percent of the oil and 
continues to advance technology to increase that even more, Hulsey said. 

The company also has reduced the time to drill a Bakken well from 33 days to 12 days, Hulsey 
said. 

“It’s becoming faster and more efficient every year,” he said. 

The North Dakota Petroleum Council did not host a social for legislators on  Tuesday, a change 
from previous Energy Day events due to Measure 1, said Ron Ness, president of the industry 
group. 

The organization is taking a “zero tolerance” approach to spending money on legislative events 
until new ethics rules are certain, Ness said. 

The group held a social at Stonehome Brewing Company, but specified that it was a “no host” 
event and people had to pay their own way. Lunch was provided Tuesday by the Mandan, 
Hidatsa and Arikara Nation. 

“It’s changed substantially since Measure 1, which is unfortunate because that was a great 
chance for them to all get to meet and interact with their legislators from across the state,” Ness 
said. 

 



Last year's top performing oil stock was ConocoPhillips, which has operations all over the globe, 
including some assets in the Permian and several other U.S. basins. 

Because Hess still outspends cash flow, the producer's stock price tends to be fairly sensitive, 
McDermott said. 

At the end of last year, the company saw its shares tumble the most in almost three years, hitting 
a low of $36.43 on Christmas Eve after work on its Guyana development was halted by a 
Venezuelan blockade. 

But since the company and partner Exxon Mobil Corp. sanctioned the second phase of Guyana 
development earlier this month, investors have been less concerned about political uncertainty, 
said McDermott. Now, the project is ahead of schedule, with first oil expected by the end of the 
year. 

"Execution's been excellent," McDermott said. 

Things are looking up in the U.S., as well. Earlier this year, Chief Executive Officer John Hess 
said the switch to a new technique for fracking wells -- called "plug and perf" -- would increase 
the net present value of the company's Bakken assets by about $1 billion. 

"I know investors have been frustrated with shale," Hess said in December. 

The company now expects production in the Bakken to grow by roughly 20% a year to 200,000 
barrels of oil equivalent per day by 2021. If oil prices stay around $60 a barrel, that means about 
$1 billion a year in free cash flow post-2020, according to Hess. 

 

Rauschenberger Releases 2018 Taxable Sales and Purchases Reports 
 

April 30, 2019 
Ryan Rauschenberger 
Tax Commissioner 
  

Bismarck, N.D. – Tax Commissioner Ryan Rauschenberger today released both the 2018 fourth 
quarter and the 2018 annual taxable sales and purchases reports. 

2018 Annual Taxable Sales and Purchases 
Calendar year 2018 taxable sales and purchases totaled $20.24 billion, a 12.54 percent increase 
from the $17.98 billion total in 2017. 

“A 12% annual growth rate is the largest year-over-year increase in our taxable sales and 
purchases since 2012,” Rauschenberger stated. “We are continuing to see growth in our sectors 
related to oil and gas industry.” 

Of the 15 major industry sectors, 14 reported taxable sales and purchases gains when compared 
to 2017. Most notably, the Wholesale Trade sector increased by $847.7 million (a 21.22% 
increase), the Mining and Oil Extraction sector increased by $835.4 million (a 42.34% increase), 
and the Retail Trade sector increased by $206.3 million (a 3.41% increase). The information 
industries sector had a decrease of 19.27%. 



“You can also see how the oil industry has impacted this report when you take note that the 
majority of the counties with larger increases were in the west,” Rauschenberger said. 
“Mountrail and McKenzie counties, two major oil producing counties, both grew by over 40% in 
2018.” 

The annual report includes data for the largest 200 cities in North Dakota, and all 53 counties. 

Of the 200 largest cities in North Dakota, the highest percent increases for 2018 (compared to 
2017) were as follows: 

 Parshall – Increase of 323.72% 
 Sheyenne – Increase of 153.10% 
 Dunn Center – Increase of 127.14% 
 Alexander – Increase of 69.79% 
 Golden Valley – Increase of 67.95% 

 
North Dakota’s largest cities saw the following changes, when compared with the 2017 annual 
report: 

 Williston – Increase of 26.17% 
 Dickinson – Increase of 14.10% 
 Minot – Increase of 3.82% 
 Fargo – Increase of 1.44% 
 Bismarck – Decrease of 2.24% 
 Grand Forks – Decrease of 12.25% 

Rauschenberger added that Williston surpassed Bismarck to become the city with the second 
highest taxable sales and purchases in the state with a total $1.56 billion for 2018. 

Counties with the highest percent increases for 2018 (compared to 2017) were as follows: 

 Mountrail County – Increase of 43.45% 
 McKenzie County – Increase of 43.29% 
 Logan County – Increase of 32.11% 
 Eddy County – Increase of 31.29% 
 Adams County – Increase of 27.16% 

2018 Fourth Quarter Taxable Sales and Purchases 

Taxable sales and purchases for October, November and December 2018 totaled $5.4 billion, 
an increase of 12.6% over those months in 2017. 

The fourth quarter report includes data for the largest 50 cities in North Dakota, and all 53 
counties. Of the 50 largest cities in North Dakota, the highest percent increases (compared to 
the fourth quarter of 2017) were New Town, Watford City, Beach, Stanley and Hettinger. 
Counties with the highest percent increases (compared with the fourth quarter of 2017) were 
Dunn County, Mountrail County, Oliver County, Golden Valley County and Eddy County. 

Of the 15 major industry sectors, 13 reported taxable sales and purchases gains when 
compared to the fourth quarter 2017. 

 

  



Group takes oil refinery fight to North Dakota's high court 
 

March 28, 2019  

Blake Nicholson 
The Associated Press  

BISMARCK, N.D. — An environmental group is taking its battle against an oil refinery being 
developed near Theodore Roosevelt National Park to the North Dakota Supreme Court. 

The National Parks Conservation Association argued in its Wednesday filing that an air quality 
permit issued by the state Health Department for the $800 million Davis Refinery and upheld 
by a state judge violates the federal Clean Air Act. 

The Health Department after a two-year review determined the refinery will not be a major 
source of pollution that will negatively impact the park just 3 miles away. The permit the agency 
issued in June 2018 cleared the way for construction to begin. Meridian Energy Group began 
site work last summer and plans to resume construction this spring with a goal of having the 
refinery fully operational by mid-2021. 

State District Judge Dann Greenwood ruled in January that the Health Department had 
effectively supported its position. Greenwood refused to declare the permit invalid and send the 
case back to the agency for a more rigorous review. The National Parks Conservation 
Association (NPCA) wants the Supreme Court to overrule him. 

“Although the underlying permit contains a requirement for the Davis Refinery to keep monthly 
logs of its actual emissions ... the permit contains no requirement that the Davis Refinery install 
monitors to actually collect this data,” association attorney Derrick Braaten said. 

The group fears that pollution from the refinery will mar the park’s scenery and erode air quality 
for wildlife and visitors. The park is North Dakota’s top tourist attraction, drawing more than 
700,000 people annually. 

“With the decision to appeal, NPCA is fighting to protect the park that has inspired generations 
of conservationists,” Stephanie Kodish, clean air program director for the association, said in a 
statement. 

Roosevelt ranched in the region in the 1880s and is still revered by many for his advocacy of 
land and wildlife conservation. 




